vocalists he supports, and the cuts with
Billie Holiday, Gladys Palmer and Anita
O’'Day are gems, but even Roy couldn't
salvage dead weight like Howard
Dulany and Johnny Desmond.

No dead weight on George Win-
ston's solo piano album, Winter Into
Spring (Windham Hill). Winston has a
sure and delicate touch, reminiscent of
(yes) Keith Jarrett or a more playful
Steve Kuhn, though he actually
approaches the keyhoard more like a
guitarist (John Fahey or Egherto Gis-
monti, say) than like a pianist, pedaling
and spacing the way a guitarist might in
an open tuning or with a dropped E
string.

The Tango Project (Nonesuch) is a
jaunty reworking of classic Argentine
tangos by William Schimmel (accor-
dion), Michael Sahl (piano) and Stan
Kurtis (viclin). It's a loving raconstruc-
tion of the tango that veers closer to the
conservatory than to the dance hall, but
it's still heartbreakingly beautiful and
evocative, the perfect music of lost love,
regret and late summer,

Baltazar Benitez, a guitarist from
Uruguay whose Latin American Music
For Classic Guitar (Nonesuch) remains
one of my favorite albums, has a new
record out of arrangements of Bach/
Scarlatti (Nonesuch). Benitez has the
skill and dexterity of the best classical
players, but he also has a sense of swing
and verve that makes his records jump;
they fit perfectly next to the best work of
Baden Powell, Bola Sete and Julian
Bream.

Last year Rounder Records scored
with the year's best blues album, Johnny
Copeland's Copeland Special by the
then-unknown Texas bluesman, and
they look ready to do the same this year
with Ted Hawkins's Watch Your Step, a
terrific debut by a brilliant vocalist and
guitarist from Mississippi who is cur-
rently serving time in prison. Hawkins
has an open, heartbreaking voice remin-
iscent of Sam Cooke and, cccasionally,
Joe Tex and has a deceptively simple
rolling guitar style. The songs are as
pure and as troubling as any in the lan-
guage, from the pathcs of “The Lost
Ones" to the tender “Sorry You're Sick."”
While a number of cuts feature Hawkins
backed by a good-natured Stax/Volt
style section, most of the album is just
Hawkins accompanying himself on gui-
tar...and just by himself he shines. If he
gets out of prison (which he is sche-
duled to this fall) and can stay out of
priscn, he can be a star.

It you've been hoping that Soft Cell or
Orchestral Manoeuvres In The Dark
would stop singing and get into fusion,
then Paul Woznicki's Woz (Ulterior)
might be just the record for you. If you
never thought about it, it might not be.

Claus Ogerman, the arranger respon-
sible for turning many of Antonio Carlos
Jobim's albums to soup, and ace saxo-

phonist Michael Brecker team up for
Cityscape (Warner Bros.). Ogerman’s
compositions and arrangements are
less syrupy than usual; he comes in with
some surprisingly lovely string charts,
and Brecker's tone and phrasing are
impeccable throughout, but the album
still comes off as hip elevator music.
Next stop: Main floor—men's shirts, rain-
coats and quiche. M

Sonny Stitt

1924-1982
Too manydeaths and now his. He was
one of the most brilliant instrumentalists
in jazz, and although he never devel-
oped as distinctive a stylistic signature
as, say, Sonny Rollins or Dexter Gordon,
on a good night he could surpass either

IT’S TIMETO

UPGRADE YOUR AMP WITH MESA

straining or sounding tubby.

1317 Ross Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Call (707) 778-TUBE
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Boogie
Your amp will run quieter, produce more power and sound better with tubes and speak-
ers from MESA. Each of our specially constructed 12AX7 /7025 type has been carefully
selected for long lasting quietness—to rid your amp of ringing and microphonics. And
each of our 6L6 power tubes is precision matched to MESA STR 415. Our thoroughness
in producing the Boogie Amplifier has enabled us to perform years of research and eval-
uation leading to the production of a power tube so good it's become the world-wide
best seller. First, we made several structural improvements to build a 6L6 which is more
sensitive yet able to handle higher power. Extremely rugged, quiet and
long lasting. Second, every STR 415 must individually match MESA /
Boogie's proprietary specs for optimum

amp may be just as great but less of that current
drain is converted into output power.)

And for converting output power into musical sound, the MESA
Black Shadow is the outstanding value among twelve-inch speakers. lts con-
servative 150 watt rating means it’s reliable
months under heavy operating conditions. And since this speaker has
been developed especially for the MESA /Boogie, you’ll love its crisp, fat
sound—actually find it preferable to many speakers costing 2 to 3
times as much. It sounds slightly warmer than the superlative EVM-
12L, is almost as efficient, and has just the right combination of
punch, clarity, and roundness to sound beautifully precise and
detailed, yet be able to crank out heavy metal rawness without

Ask your local music dealer for MESA components or order
direct from us: MESA/Boogie. We ship within 24 hours
and offer a six-month warranty plus a money-back guar-
antee of satisfaction. We pay shipping throughout the
U.S. and Canada on all prepaid tube orders. For over-
seas or foreign shipping, contact us for charges.

Signature

of themin the sheer flow and abundance
of his ideas, and the good nights were
many. His voice on altc was Birdlike, his
tenor fundamentally Lestorian, and he
was his own. The last time | saw him he
was soaring past a dreadful house
rhythm section fer chorus after chorus
and then, after his solos, boozed and
embittered, he hovered over the pianist,
insulting him audibly every thirty-two
bars. Stitt eventually swung his basilisk
glare in the direction of his audience,
face pitted and hair gone grey, | work
places like this for people like you with
this kind of rhythm and they still call me
“Sonny."” Edward Stitt. Not even sixty. It
was cancer. Jazz has lost one of its most
expert, ignored, and inspired voices. —
Rafi Zabor
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performance—or it is not an STR 415
and MESA won’t sell it. Weak ones
have been rejected entirely, not
“matched” (as some vendors do) to
others equally weak then recommended to
“weak’” amps. (A weak tube is one where

misalignment in the internal geometry
causes low efficiency. The drain on your

... quaranteed for at least six




